
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 6, 2020 ~ Bulletin No. 49 Vol. XXXVI 

CALENDAR  ~ December 5-13, 2020 

 Sat 
5 

5:00pm Mass for Special Intention of the Lugo Family by the Lugo Family 

 Sun 
6 

9:00am 
11:30am 
3:00pm 
7:30pm 

Mass for ROS  Walter & Josephine Boltwood by the Deyak Family 
Mass for ROS  Lena Chiesa by the Lugo Family 
Mass for the Parish 
AA Meeting, call 289-6336 for information   

 Mon 
7 

7:00pm 
 

Mass for ROS Father Raymond Bagdonis, O.Carm. 
 

Tues 
8 

12:00pm In Thanksgiving Class of 1983, La Concordia College by Glenda 
Quade 

 Wed 
9 

7:00pm 
 

Mass for ROS  Robert Thomas Giggie by Michael Giggie 
 

 Thurs 
10 

12:10pm 
1:00pm 
7:00pm 

Mass for ROS  Ernest Hemmingway by Chirho Radio 
Eucharistic Adoration, Chapel 
Rosary and Benediction, Chapel  

 Fri 
11 

12:10pm 
7:00am 

Mass for ROS  Bobbie Bridges by Alicia Lane 
Men’s Prayer Group 

 Sat 
12 

5:00pm Mass for ROS  Dr. Robin Pendleton by Dianna Pendleton 

 Sun 
13 

9:00am 
11:30am 
3:00pm 
7:30pm 

Mass for ROS Tony Johnson by Kate Johnson 
Mass for ROS  Gloria Deyak by the Deyak Family 
Mass for the Parish 
AA Meeting, call 289-6336 for information    

From the Holy Fa-
thers  

“It was not enough for God to 
make his Son our guide to the 

way; he made him the Way 
itself.” 

~ Saint Augustine ~ 
d. 430 

Wisdom of the Saints  
“Blessed Lady sky and stars, 

earth and rivers, day and night-
everything that is subject to the 

power or use of man-rejoice that 
through you they are restored to 

their lost beauty and are  
endowed with inexpressible  

new grace.” 
~ Saint Anselm of Canterbury ~ 

For Annulment Information Contact: 
Rachel Harrill 1-828-447-1908 or  

Email: Rachel_harrill@yahoo.com 

Submit information for the bulletin to Penny Watkins, at  pjwlmg@gmail.com; Deadline: 12:30pm, Wednesday before the bulletin comes out. 

Hands of Hope Gift Tree   
Gifts should be for Mother or Child, unwrapped. Tree is located in the Narthex. All gifts 
should be placed under the tree by December 13th in order to be delivered before 
Christmas. For more information call Kate Johnson at 828-287-5615. Thank you for your 
support of Hands of Hope.  

Collection Information for November 29, 2020 
 Regular       $4,866.00 
 Fr. Kersey   $1,012.00 

Mass Intention Book 2021: There are still many 
openings for Mass Intentions in 2021. Please send 
in your Mass Intentions to the parish office, or 
email to   sgdate@charlottediocese.org 

COLLECTION CONTRIBUTIONS: We encourage 
parishioners to make their contributions by mail-
ing them in to:  IMMACULATE CONCEPTION RC 
CHURCH, 1024 W. Main Street,  Forest City, NC 
28043. You can make online donations through 
the following link:  

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/
immaculateconceforestcity.  

SERVICE PROJECTS  
ALL Donations Needed by December 13th 

St Vincent DePaul Society Annual Coat Drive for the upcoming Christmas coat 
give-away program that partners with the Knights of Columbus Annual Christmas Food 
Basket/Gift program.  If you have used coats that are in good condition, and your kids 
or yourself have outgrown, donate them this year.  The focus is on children, but adult 
coats are also welcome. Drop coats off in the Narthex or in the hall in between masses 
on Sunday morning. Monetary donations can be made for the coat program or to be 
used in caring for families in need year round.  

Knights of Columbus Christmas Food Baskets The Knights have 56  families who 
are in need of a food basket for Christmas. Your assistance is needed. Contribution can 
be made to the “Knights of Columbus”, and then given to Deacon Andy.   
  
Don’t forget the Knights’ Blanket collection.  We still need several more blankets. 
Please bring new or gently used blankets and place them in the Narthex.  

The Knights of Columbus are in need of TOY DONATIONS for boys and girls ages: 
For Boys: Ages 1-5   For Girls: Ages 1-5  
                 Ages 6-16                    Ages 6-16  
 
Toys can be left in the Cry Room. Monetary donations can be given to Deacon Andy. 

 

 

NEXT SUNDAY IS HOSPICE SUNDAY. Our 
item to donate is Ensure, any Flavor. 

Second Sunday 
of Advent 

Envelopes and Calendars for 2021 are available in 
the narthex.  



“I am the Immaculate Conception” 

In 1830, Our Lady appeared to Saint Catherine Laboure, and during the apparition, she dis-
played the image of a medal that she wanted Catherine to have made. On the image was 
inscribed the words “O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee.” 
  
On March 25, 1858, Our Lady appeared to young Bernadette Soubirous for the sixteenth 
time. Bernadette asked the Lady who she was. The Lady replied “I am the Immaculate Con-
ception.” These were new words to the young Bernadette, but not new to the Church.  
  
The early church fathers clearly saw Mary as two things...the New Eve, and as being abso-
lutely pure. Her being free from original sin was developed by Saint Justin (d. 165 AD), and 
other early Church Fathers such as Saint Irenaeus  (d. c. 200 AD), Saint Cyril of Jerusalem  
(d. 386 AD) extolled her purity. 
  
Saint Ephraem (d. 373 AD), one of the Eastern Fathers wrote: “Most Holy Lady, Mother of 
God, alone most pure in soul and body, alone exceeding all perfection of purity alone made in 
thy entirety the home of all graces of the Most Holy Spirit, and hence, exceeding beyond all 
compare, even angelic virtues in purity and sanctity of soul and body...my Lady most holy, all-
pure, all-immaculate, all-stainless, all-undefiled, all-incorrupt, all-inviolate...spotless robe of 
Him Who clothes Himself with light as with a garment…flower unfading, purple woven by 
God, alone most immaculate.” There is no doubt about what Saint Ephraem and others be-
lieved. Saint Augustine (d. 430) wrote of Mary being free from original sin, and this was uni-
versally believed up until there was opposition from some of the great doctors of the scho-
lasticism era such as Saint Bernard of Clairvaux (mid-12th century) and Saint Thomas Aqui-
nas (mid-13th century). They both later came to believe in Mary’s Immaculate Conception. 
In the 15th century, it was the Franciscan, John Duns Scotus, who showed that for God to 

preserve Mary from original sin was a greater re-
demption than to let her fall into original sin and 
then take it away. 
  
The original feast was the Conception of Mary, 
and was celebrated on December 8th as early as the mid 7th century in the monasteries in Pales-
tine. The feast celebrated the conception of Mary, but not necessarily her Immaculate Concep-
tion (that is, Mary being conceived without original sin). 
  
By the 11th century, the feast was also celebrated in the Western Church on December 8th. From 
the late 13th century, the Carmelite Order celebrated the feast with great solemnity. By the mid-
dle of the 14th century, all Carmelites held the belief in the Immaculate Conception and celebrat-
ed the December 8th feast as the major celebration of their order. In 1431, the Council of Basel 
declared Mary’s immaculate conception as a ‘pious option’, and therefore worthy of belief. In the 
17th century, in Spain and Portugal, it was required that university professors make a vow to de-
fend always and everywhere the belief in Mary’s Immaculate Conception. 
  
In 1568 Saint Pope Pius V put the feast of the Immaculate Conception on the calendar of the Ro-
man Breviary. In 1708, Pope Clement IX made the December 8th feast a holy day of obligation. At 
the 6th Provincial Council of Baltimore, Maryland in 1846, the Council declared Mary Immaculate 
to be the Patroness of the United States. In 1847, Pope Pius IX confirmed this dedication. 
  
In 1854, Pope Pius IX wrote Ineffabilis Deus, and in it declared the dogma that Mary was con-

ceived immaculate. He wrote “He (God) attended her with such great love, more than all other creatures, that in her alone He took singular 
pleasure. Wherefore, He so wonderfully filled her, more than all angelic spirits and all the saints, with an abundance of all heavenly gifts tak-
en from the treasury of the divinity, that she, always free from absolutely every stain of sin, and completely beautiful and perfect, presented 
such a fullness of innocence and holiness that none greater under God can be thought of, and no one but God can comprehend it .” 
  
In regards to the feast of the Immaculate Conception, Carmelite friar, Christopher O’Donnell, O.Carm. writes: “The feast is therefore a cele-
bration of what God has done for Mary because she was destined to be the Mother of God; it also celebrates what God has done for the 
Church by giving it Mary as advocate and model of holiness, as well as the perfect holiness and beauty that God will eventually give to the 
Church.” 

Immaculate Conception 
by Giovanni Battista Tiepolo, 1767-1769  

Painting in the University of Salamanca, re-
quiring its professors to swear their belief in 

Mary's Immaculate Conception 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giovanni_Battista_Tiepolo

