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CALENDAR  ~ March  6-13, 2021 

 Sat 
6 

5:00pm Mass for Living & Deceased Members of the Harbort Family by 
Jackie & Samantha Harbort   

 Sun 
7 

9:00am 
11:30am 
3:00pm 
7:30pm 

Mass for ROS  Terexa Pham by Kim Tran 
Mass for ROS  Alfred Urban by Barbara Urban 
Mass for the Parish 
AA Meeting, call Floyd Kunkle at 289-6336 for information   

 Mon 
8 

9:00am 
 

7:00am 

Mass for ROS Deceased Members of the Cilone Family by Andy & 
JoAnn Cilone 
Men’s Prayer Group 

 Wed 
10 

7:00pm 
 

Mass for ROS  Transito Herrera by Mario & Alba Hernandez 

 Thurs 
11 

12:10pm 
1:00pm 
7:00pm 

Mass for ROS  Beverly Axline by Don Axline 
Eucharistic Adoration, Chapel 
Rosary and Benediction, Chapel  

 Fri 
12 

12:10pm 
7:00pm 
7:00am 

Mass for ROS Matthew Greenway by Dianna Pendleton  
Stations of the Cross, in the Church. 
Men’s Prayer Group 

 Sat 
13 

5:00pm Mass for ROS  the Arrowood Family 

 Sun 
14 

9:00am 
11:30am 
3:00pm 
7:30pm 

Mass for ROS Elise Sipko by Jim & Joan King 
Mass for ROS John Moorehouse by Stephanie Lugo   
Mass for the Parish 
AA Meeting, call Floyd Kunkle at 289-6336 for information    

From the Holy Fathers  
“Everything He did and everything 
He said, even enduring the insults, 

the spitting, the buffeting-the 
cross and the grave- 

All this was actually You speaking 
to us in Your Son, appealing to us 
by Your love and stirring up our 

love for You.” 
~ William of St. Thierry ~ 

1085-1148 AD 

Wisdom of the Saints  
“Stand firm in faith, love one  

another and do not be tempted to 
do anything wrong because of our 

sufferings.” 
 

Saint Perpetua 
Feast  March 7 

For Annulment Information Contact: 
Rachel Harrill 1-828-447-1908 or  

Email: Rachel_harrill@yahoo.com 

Submit information for the bulletin to Penny Watkins, at  pjwlmg@gmail.com; Deadline: 12:30pm, Wednesday before the bulletin comes out. 

March 14 is Hospice Sunday. Our item to donate is Ensure, any flavor. 

COLLECTION CONTRIBUTIONS 
We encourage parishioners to make their contri-
butions by mailing them in to: 
     IMMACULATE CONCEPTION RC CHURCH 
     1024 W. Main Street 
     Forest City, NC 28043 
You can make online donations through the fol-
lowing link:  

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/
immaculateconceforestcity 

Collection information 2/28/21 
Regular Offering             $ 9,936.00 
Seminarian Education   $       15.00 

After Masses on Sunday, March 7th  
The Benedictine Sisters  will be selling  their Monastery Black Angus Beef. Cuts availa-

ble will include lots of ground beef, roasts, ribs, liver, brisket, stew meat, soup bones, 
and more. This sale is the result of a lot of time and hard work by Sister Gertrude, Sister 
Scholastica and Sister Regina, so please be generous, and bring your shopping bag. 

“Saint Joseph the Contemplative, Living in the Very Presence of God”     
March 19, 2021  ~ 8:30am-4:00pm ~ In the Church 

Spend a day with Saint Joseph 
Full-day of prayer and reflection with Saint Joseph that will include four talks:  

       Joseph, the Contemplative, Living in the Very Presence of God; Joseph and Father-
hood; Joseph as Husband;  and Joseph, Father in the Holy Family Trinity. We will  have 
the opportunity for Mass and the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and to earn a plenary 
indulgence for the Year of Saint Joseph. Morning refreshments will be available, and a 
“simple soup” for a Lenten lunch will also be available. Pre-registration is required by 
3/12 since there will be several pieces of printed material for the program. Sign-up 
sheets are in the Narthex. For information, call 828-436-5161. 

Through Easter Sunday,  you can place donations of canned and other 
food containers in the wooden box located in the Narthex.  Keep in mind 
the needs of the Backpack program sponsored by the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society to provide food for needy children during the weekends. Also, 
the food stocks the parish and other food banks in the county  Many 

people need our help again this year, and we can’t do it without you. Please be generous. 

Contemporary Wisdom  
“Morality is obligatory for all, since all are hu-

man, all are equal in having human nature. If that 
is not so, we are open to racism, sexism, and even 
genocide, some being “less human” than others.” 

  
Peter J. Kreeft 

Wisdom from the Psalms 

Information for Seniors 
The Rutherford Senior Center has drive through 
meal pick-up available Monday through Friday. 
There is no cost for the meals.  Seniors can call 

828-287-6409 to register and obtain more infor-
mation.  The Senior Center is located at 193 

Callahan Koon Rd in Spindale.  
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Bells, Bells, Bells 

  
With Constantine’s Edict of Milan in the year 313 AD, Christianity was legalized. 
The early Christians could now finally celebrate the Lord’s Supper publicly instead 
of in private homes or catacombs. 
  
It was not long before they began to establish 
church buildings, and not long after that, to call peo-
ple to church via church bells. Originally these were 
hand bells such as the one pictured here. Tradition 
has it that this one belonged to Saint Patrick (mid 
5th century) and was found buried with him when 
he died. He used it to call people to hear him speak 
the Word of God. The larger object is a “shrine” that 
was built in the 1100s to house the original bell.  
  
Hand bells were used in churches during services long before the larger exterior 
bells became common, hence the need to build church belfries.  During various 
periods in history, these bells had important uses.  An example was during the 
13th-15th centuries, receiving communion became less important to people be-
cause they saw themselves unworthy. Eucharistic adoration became more im-
portant to them. When the Eucharist was being elevated during the Consecration, 
the large bells would be rung and people in the vicinity would run to the church to 
adore the raised Host. Since bells have their own particular sound, people in larger 
cities with multiple Catholic churches would recognize the bell sounded, and go 
from one church to another for Eucharistic adoration.. 
  
What we know historically is 
that bells were used by the 
early 5th century to call peo-
ple to the liturgy, and by the 
7th century, they were also 
used to call people to pray at 
certain times of the day ac-
cording to the local customs. 
  
From at least the 11th centu-
ry, an example of this is the 
ringing of church bells at 6am, 
Noon and 6pm for the ange-
lus. In his painting “The Ange-
lus”, Jean-François  
Millet has his characters stop 
at the end of the workday to pray the Angelus as the bells chimed in the distance.  
  
Bells were chimed to tell time, sound alarms of many types, impending storms, 
escaped prisoners, as a call to war, at the end of a war, and fires. They were often 
also used for entertainment. In England, bell-choir competitions were quite com-
mon until the mid-late 20th century. 
  
As far as the bells themselves are concerned, often, each bell was named. For 
those used for the Angelus, they might be named “Ave Maria” or Gabriel.  The 
largest bell known to exist today (216 tons) is named Tsar Kolokol III.  
  
The sound they make is dependent upon their size and shape. The uniqueness of 
the sounds is also effected by the materials used, which are generally bronze 
mixed with tin, brass and iron. 
  
In general, church bells are meant to bring a joyful noise; to declare that the Lord 
is present, and that at the sound of a bell we should stop, reflect, and pray. 

Our Bells are Ringing 

A few years back, we discovered that we had a seri-
ous leak in the belfry of our new church. If you re-
member, upon further inspection, we found addition-
al major problems in the new building, among them 
poorly constructed stonework.  
  
Section by section, the façade of the church was torn 
down and reconstructed. That included the belfry 
housing our church bells. While they were down, we 
were able to get several pictures. 

  
But long before the 
original construction, 
many parishioners 
donated funds for 
individual items re-
quired by the church 
design. One dear 
parishioner, Barbara 
“Bobbie” Bridges 
donated the funds 
for the church bells. 
  
The bells were made 
in bronze by the in-
ternationally known 

bellfoundry, Royal Eijsbouts, in Asten, Netherlands. 

Our bells have names, and they have vital statistics. 
The largest bell (Saint Mary) has a diameter of 36”, 
weighs 990 pounds, and is tuned to a pitch of A. 
  
The medium bell (Saint Joseph) has a diameter of 29”, 
weighs 484 pounds, and is tuned to a pitch of C sharp. 
  
The small bell (Saint John) has a diameter of 24”, 
weighs 301 pounds, and is tuned to a pitch of E. 
  
They operate with a master control device that pro-
vides settings for chiming the Angelus, a funeral toll, 
peals, and hour strikes. 
  
In weight and size, they may not be as large as their 
“cousin”, the 6-ton bell, also made by Royal Eijsbouts, 
installed in the Cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris, but 
their chimes are special to us. 
  
Now that all our church repairs are finished, it is won-
derful to hear them ringing again. 

Saint Patrick’s bell was 
named “Bell of the 

Testament” 


