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CALENDAR  ~ March  13-21, 2021 

 Sat 
13 

5:00pm Mass for the Arrowood Family 

 Sun 
14 

9:00am 
11:30am 
3:00pm 
7:30pm 

Mass for ROS  Elsie Sipko by Jim & Joan King 
Mass for ROS  John Moorehouse by Stephanie Lugo 
Mass for the Parish 
AA Meeting, call Floyd Kunkle at 289-6336 for information   

 Mon 
15 

9:00am 
7:00am 

Mass for Gary Colhouer by Karen Greene 
Men’s Prayer Group 

 Wed 
17 

7:00pm 
10:30am 

Mass for ROS  Father Patrick McGuigan, O.Carm. By Penny Watkins 
Prayer Group, Parish Hall 

 Thurs 
18 

12:10pm 
1:00pm 
7:00pm 

Mass for ROS  Spectacion Hernandez by Mario & Alba Hernandez 
Eucharistic Adoration, Chapel 
Rosary and Benediction, Chapel  

 Fri 
19 

12:10pm 
7:00pm 
7:00am 

Mass for ROS  Viola Connors by John Killela 
Stations of the Cross, in the Church 
Men’s Prayer Group 

 Sat 
20 

5:00pm Mass for Gabriel Lugo by Brian & Rachael Harrill 

 Sun 
21 

9:00am 
11:30am 
3:00pm 
7:30pm 

Mass for ROS Hugh Morgan, Jr. by Peggy Keyes 
Mass for ROS Jerry Nichter by Marsha Rohrman 
Mass for the Parish 
AA Meeting, call Floyd Kunkle at 289-6336 for information    

From the Holy  
Fathers  

“I wish to extend a partic-
ular word of encourage-
ment to fathers so that 
they kay take Saint Jo-

seph as their model. He 
who kept watch over the 

Son of Man is able to 
teach them the deepest 

meaning of their own fatherhood.”  
~ Pope Benedict XVI ~ 

Wisdom of the Saints  
“To be faithful or humble 

collaborators with the  
divine plan over our  

lives, we need, along with 
the protection of the Virgin 
Mary, that of Saint Joseph, 

a most powerful  
intercessor.” 

~ Saint Pope John XXIII ~ 

For Annulment Information Contact: 
Rachel Harrill 1-828-447-1908 or  

Email: Rachel_harrill@yahoo.com 

Submit information for the bulletin to Penny Watkins, at  pjwlmg@gmail.com; Deadline: 12:30pm, Wednesday before the bulletin comes out. 

Collection Information for March 7, 2021:  

   Regular Offering:  $7,029.00 

COLLECTION CONTRIBUTIONS 
We encourage parishioners to make their contri-
butions by mailing them in to: 
     IMMACULATE CONCEPTION RC CHURCH 
     1024 W. Main Street 
     Forest City, NC 28043 

You can make online donations through the fol-
lowing link:  

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/
immaculateconceforestcity 

Through Easter Sunday,  you can place donations of canned and other 
food containers in the wooden box located in the Narthex.  People have 
asked for suggestions for donations, and here are a few: Canned spa-
ghetti, canned ravioli, canned vegetables, canned beans. Also keep in 
mind the needs of the Backpack Program sponsored by the St. Vincent 

de Paul Society to provide food for needy children during the weekends. Also, the food 
stocks the parish and other food banks in the county  Many people need our help again 
this year, and we can’t do it without you. Please be generous. 

March 21  Next Sunday is Hands of Hope Sunday. Our item to contribute 
is children’s diapers size large. 

“Saint Joseph the Contemplative, Living in the Very Presence of God”     

March 19, 2021  ~ 8:30am-4:00pm ~ In the Church 

Spend a day with Saint Joseph 

Full-day of prayer and reflection with Saint Joseph that will include four talks:  
       Joseph, the Contemplative, Living in the Very Presence of God; Joseph and Fatherhood; 
Joseph as Husband;  and Joseph, Father in the Holy Family Trinity. We will  have the oppor-
tunity for Mass and the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and to earn a plenary indulgence for the 
Year of Saint Joseph. Morning refreshments will be available in the Cry Room, and a “simple 
soup” for a Lenten lunch will also be available in the Parish Hall for those who do not wish to 
go out for lunch on their own. Pre-registration is required by 3/14 since there will be several 
pieces of printed material for the program. Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex.  
For information, call  Penny Watkins at828-436-5161. 



Consecration to Saint Joseph 
Of course, this is not a new practice 
within the Church. Saint Bernardine of 
Siena (1380-1444) wrote an Act of Con-
secration to Saint Joseph, as did Saint 
Alphonsus Liguori (1696-1787) and 
Saint Peter Julian Eymard (1811-1868). 
  
In 2015, Father Mark Goring, CC wrote 
a 9-day Preparation for Entrustment to 
Saint Joseph the Protector. Then in 
2020, Father Donald H. Calloway, MIC, 
published the work Consecration to 
Saint Joseph, the Wonders of our Spir-
itual Father. This book is patterned 
after the 33-day Consecration to Jesus 
Through Mary by Saint Louis DeMont-
fort (1673-1716). 
  
Calloway writes: “The essence of Mari-

an consecration is to help you become “another Mary” for Jesus, a 
faithful, loving and trusting companion of the Savior. Consecration to 
Saint Joseph does something similar.” And the wonder is, in so doing, 
you become a companion of both Jesus and Mary. Calloway contin-
ues “The True Father of Jesus Christ, the God who gives Him birth 
from all eternity, having chosen Joseph to be the father of His only 
Son in time, sent down into his bosom some ray or some spark of His 
own infinite love for His Son; that is what changed his heart, that is 
what gave him a father’s heart.” 
  
That father’s heart, Saint Joseph’s heart, is there for us too. After all, 
a good father is there when you need him, and we need Saint Joseph 
now! 
  
Father Calloway suggests making the Act of Consecration on a specif-
ic feast day of Saint Joseph such as: January 23-the Espousals of Mary 
and Joseph, February 2-the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple, 
March 19-the Solemnity of Saint Joseph, May 1-the Feast of Saint 
Joseph the Worker, May 13-the feast of Our Lady of Fatima, August 
21-the feast of Our Lady of Knock, November 1-All Saints Day, De-
cember 10-feast of Our Lady of Loreto, and the Feast of the Holy 
Family on the Sunday after Christmas. 
  
There are no hard-and-fast rules on this. You can make an act of con-
secration to Saint Joseph today if you want, even without the 33 days 
of preparation. In Father Calloway’s words, here are the reasons to 
consider consecrating yourself to Saint Joseph: “To be consecrated to 
Saint Joseph means you make a formal act of filial entrustment to 
your spiritual father so that he can take care of your spiritual well-
being and lead you to God. The person who consecrates himself to 
Saint Joseph wants to be as close to their spiritual father as possible, 
to the point of resembling him in virtue and holiness. Saint Joseph, in 
turn, will give those consecrated to him his loving attention, protec-
tion and guidance.” 
  
Consider making the 33-day program in Consecration to Saint Joseph, 
the Wonders of our Spiritual Father by Father Calloway, or one of the 
Acts of Consecration found in our newly revised parish devotional 
pamphlet on Saint Joseph in the Narthex pamphlet rack. 

In the 16th century, Dominican Friar 
Isidore of Isolanis prophesied that the 
sound of victory will be heard in the 
Church when the faithful recognized 
the sanctity of Saint Joseph. Isidore 
wrote: “The Lord will let His light 
shine. He will lift the veil, and great 
men will search out the interior gifts 
of God that are hidden in Saint Jo-
seph; they will find in him a priceless 
treasure, the like of which they had 
never found in other saints of the Old 
Testament. We are inclined to believe 
that toward the end of time God will 
overwhelm Saint Joseph with glorious 
honors. If in the past ages, during the 
storm of persecution, these honors 
could not be shown to Saint Joseph, 
we must conclude that these have 
been reserved for later times. At some future time the feast of Saint 
Joseph will be celebrated as one of the greatest of feasts. The Vicar 
of Christ, inspired by the Holy Spirit, will order this feast to be cele-
brated in the Universal Church.” 
  
In an apparition, the Blessed Mother told Venerable Mary of Agreda 
(1602-1665): “The whole human race has much undervalued the 
privilege and prerogatives conceded to my blessed husband, Saint 
Joseph. I assure you he is one of the greatly favored personages in 
the Divine Presence, and he has immense power to stay the arms of 
Divine vengeance. That which my husband asks of the Lord in heaven 
is granted upon earth, and on his intercession depends many ex-
traordinary favors for men.”  
  
Serious attention came to Saint Joseph in 1870 when Pope Pius IX 
proclaimed Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. At that time, 
the March 19th memorial celebrated in various localities became a 
memorial throughout the Church.  In 1889, Pope Leo XIII wrote an 
encyclical on Saint Joseph (Quamquam Pluries). Pope Pius XI made 
Saint Joseph the patron of the Church’s fight against Communism. 
Pope Pius XII declared May 1st as the Feast of Saint Joseph the 
Worker. Pope John XXIII placed the name of Saint Joseph in the Ro-
man Canon, now the first Eucharistic Prayer. Pope John Paul II wrote 
the papal exhortation Redemptoris Custos (Guardian of the Redeem-
er). 
 
Pope Francis placed Saint Joseph’s name in each of the Eucharistic 
Prayers, and finally, after centuries of devotion by the People of 
God, Pope Francis declared the Year of Saint Joseph (December 8, 
2020-December 8, 2021) in the Universal Church. 
  
NOW is the time of Saint Joseph; not because Bishop Jugis declared 
2020 as the Year of Saint Joseph in our diocese; not because Pope 
Francis declared a Year of Saint Joseph for the Universal Church. It is 
because WE need Saint Joseph now, more than ever before. If any-
one doubts that, just remember that Saint Joseph is one of the pa-
tron saints for the unborn. Joseph is also our #1 example, after his 
spouse, of how to live a life focused on Jesus. It is no wonder that 
more people are making acts of consecration to Saint Joseph. 


