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CALENDAR  ~ December 12-20, 2020 

 Sat 
12 

5:00pm Mass for ROS  Dr. Robin Pendleton by Dianna Pendleton 

 Sun 
13 

9:00am 
11:30am 
3:00pm 

10:15am 
7:30pm 

Mass for ROS Tony Johnson by Kate Johnson  
Mass for ROS Gloria Deyak by the Deyak Family 
Mass for the Parish 
St. Vincent de Paul Society Meeting, Mary’s Library 
AA Meeting, call 289-6336 for information   

 Mon 
14 

9:00am 
 

Mass for Living & Deceased members of the Colhouer Family by 
Karen Greene 

 Wed 
16 

7:00pm 
10:30am 

Mass for ROS  Santo Ricci by Andy & JoAnn Cilone 
Prayer Group, Parish Hall 

 Thurs 
17 

12:10pm 
1:00pm 
7:00pm 

Mass for ROS Gary Cooper by Chirho Radio   
Eucharistic Adoration, Chapel 
Rosary and Benediction, Chapel  

 Fri 
18 

12:10pm 
7:00am 

Mass for ROS  Carol Orzechowicz by Walter Orzechowicz 
Men’s Prayer Group 

 Sat 
19 

5:00pm 
2:00pm 

Mass for ROS  Florence Hill by Chuck & Janet Hill 
Third Order Carmelites Meeting, Parish Hall 

 Sun 
20 

9:00am 
 

11:30am 
3:00pm 
7:30pm 

Mass for Living & Deceased Members of the Harbort Family by 
Jackie & Samantha Harbort 
Mass for ROS  Michael King by Jim & Joan King 
Mass for the Parish 
AA Meeting, call 289-6336 for information    

From the Holy Fathers  
 

“The quality of holiness is 
shown not by what we say, 
but by what we do in life.” 

 
~ Saint Gregory of Nyssa ~ 

d. 395 AD 
 

Wisdom of the 
Saints  

 
“Silence is God’s first 

language.” 
 

~Saint John of the Cross~ 
Feast December 13 

For Annulment Information Contact: 
Rachel Harrill 1-828-447-1908 or  

Email: Rachel_harrill@yahoo.com 

Submit information for the bulletin to Penny Watkins, at  pjwlmg@gmail.com; Deadline: 12:30pm, Wednesday before the bulletin comes out. 

Collection Amount for December 6th and 8th: 
 12-6-2020    Regular $13,186.00 
 12-8-2020    Regular  $1,054.00 

The Knights of Columbus and the Society of St Vincent de Paul would 
like to say “Thank you” for all of the incredible generosity you have 

shown those in need. It truly shows what we are made of and it is amazing! We will be 
distributing the Christmas meals, toys and coats on the 19th. Thank you again for your 
incredible outpouring of generosity.  

24-Hour Eucharistic Adoration will be held from af-
ter the 12:10pm Mass on Thursday, December 17th 

through the 12:10pm Mass on Friday, December 18th.  Contact Deacon Andy 
to confirm your place on the schedule, or to add your name to the schedule. 

December 17-18 

Thank You! 

Mass Intention Book 2021: There are still many openings for Mass Intentions in 
2021. Please send in your Mass Intentions to the parish office, or email to   
sgdate@charlottediocese.org 

COLLECTION CONTRIBUTIONS: We encourage parishioners to make their contribu-
tions by mailing them in to:  IMMACULATE CONCEPTION RC CHURCH, 1024 W. Main 
Street,  Forest City, NC 28043. You can make online donations through the following 
link:  

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/immaculateconceforestcity.  

 

“I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, 
make straight the way of the Lord.” 

Third Sunday 
of Advent 
Gaudete 
Sunday 

HELP NEEDED: We are in need of someone who 
is able to take care of the votive candles in the 
church. If you are interested, please speak with 
Deacon Andy. 

Congratulations to Deacon Steve Puscas who was the big winner of the Knights of 

Columbus Seminarian Support Raffle. Thanks to all who helped make this fundraiser a 
success. 
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Angels of the Civil War 
  
The situation for Catholics in the colonies did not change 
significantly after the Revolutionary War. We used this 
quote last month, but it bears repeating as a reminder… 
President Abraham Lincoln said “When the Know-Nothings 
get control, it will read 'all men are created equal, except 
negroes, and foreigners, and Catholics.” 
  
There were pockets in larger cities where the Catholic pop-
ulation grew significantly in spite of the legal restrictions 
placed on Catholics. Immigration brought many English and 
non-English speaking Catholics into the U.S. The result was 
a different form of anti-Catholicism that grew to include 
anti-immigration sentiment. Secret societies burned down 
Catholic Churches and convents. Homes of Catholics were 
burned to the ground. Examples from among many include 
30 homes and 2 Catholic churches were burned down in 
Philadelphia in 1844; twenty people were killed in an anti-
Catholic riot in Louisville, KY in 1855.   

  
Then along came the Civil War. The role that the Catholic Sisterhood played during the war helped to soften the hearts of some of those 
who were filled with such hatred, that they spat in the faces of the very “Angels” who were caring for them in the field hospitals of Gettys-
burg, Manassas, Antietam and more. 
  
The Civil War officially ended in 1865. In 1897, author George Barton wrote the book Angels of the Battlefield: A History of the Labors of 
the Catholic Sisterhoods in the Late Civil War. In his Preface, Barton wrote: “Many books have been written on the works of other women 
in the war, but, aside from fugitive newspaper paragraphs, nothing has ever been published concerning the self-sacrificing labors of these 
Sisterhoods. Whatever may have been the cause of this neglect or indifference, it is evident that the time has arrived to fill this important 
gap in the literature of the war.” 
  
Four Catholic Sisterhoods shared the efforts in the war– the Sisters of Charity (of NY, OH and KY), Sisters of Mercy, Sisters of Saint Joseph, 
and the Sisters of Holy Cross. There were a few from other communities, but numbers were impossible to identify at the time Barton 
wrote. But to the soldiers on the battlefield, the “dark-robed angels” were all generally known as Sisters of Charity. 
  
Many of the soldiers had never seen such a site as the sisters in the white caps or cornettes, or the black caps with the bow. Barton wrote: 
“Curious bystanders examined the sisters closely saying “Who are they?” “Are they men or women?” “Oh what a strange uniform this com-
pany has adopted. Surely the enemy will run from them.” Once seen in action however, there was no doubt to observers that these women 
were special. 
  
Conditions in field hospitals were at best, atrocious. It didn’t take long for doctors and patients to realize that once the Sisters arrived, con-
ditions would improve. Fewer soldiers (both Union and Confederate) died; the food improved; the environment was cleaner. Eventually, 
soldiers had more confidence in the Sisters than in the doctors. It is important to remember that the Sisters came from the north and from 
the south. Union and Confederate soldiers were frequently treated in the same location, and  with that, an occasional altercation would 
happen. 
  
Of a hospital in Kentucky upon the arrival of the Sisters, Barton wrote: “A great many Confederate soldiers had been captured and were 
being held prisoners of war. Within the walls of the hospitals, hundreds of Union men and Confederates were groaning in common ago-
ny...About it all there was a heroism that was touching, and as the Sisters passed from cot to cot, many a soldier suffering with a shattered 
limb or bullet-pierced body lifted his wan face and gave forth a smile of welcome and recognition. The Sisters soothed the restless patients, 
bathed the fevered brows and moistened the parched lips with a touch impartially tender...many of them had never seen a Sister before; 
the majority of them looked upon the Sisters with distrust and suspicion. The change that came in a short while came as actual knowledge 
comes when it dissipates prejudice and misrepresentation.” The Sisters worked tirelessly to heal the wounded, and sadly, they worked to 
prepare the dying to meet God. When death came, the care was as “tender and reverential” in death as it had been in life. 
  
These courageous women worked throughout the Civil War. The exact number will never be known. The Sisters also died during the war, 
usually as a result of disease (typhoid being most common) and exhaustion. Yet they continued to provide the care that was needed. Their 
reputation grew, and it was no wonder that at one point, when a soldier was wounded, he would say: “Please! Please! Take me to the   
Sisters of Charity.” 

An Innocent Victim  
by S. Seymour Thomas 


