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CALENDAR  ~ December 19-27, 2020 

 Sat 
19 

5:00pm 
2:00pm 

Mass for ROS Florence Hill by Chuck & Janet Hill  
Third Order Carmelite Meeting, Chapel Offices 

 Sun 
20 

9:00am 
11:30am 

 
3:00pm 
7:30pm 

Mass for Living & Deceased Members of the Harbort Family by 
Jackie & Samantha Harbort 
Mass for ROS   
Mass for the Parish 
AA Meeting, call 289-6336 for information   

 Mon 
21 

9:00am 
7:00am 

Mass for ROS Richard Feldmeth, Jr. by Claire Feldmeth 
Men’s Prayer Group 

 Wed 
23 

7:00pm 
 

Mass for ROS  Steven Quade by the Quade Family 
 

 Thurs 
24 

5:00pm 
 

10:00pm 

Christmas Vigil Mass, Mass for ROS Peggy Jaski by Maxie & Joannie 
Jolley  
Christmas Mass During the Night,  Mass for ROS Bobbie Bridges by 
Maxie & Joannie Jolley 

 Fri 
25 

10:00am Christmas Mass During the Day, In Thanksgiving, the Quade Family 
by Glenda Quade 

 Sat 
26 

5:00pm Mass for Private Intention 

 Sun 
27 

9:00am 
11:30am 
3:00pm 
7:30pm 

Mass for ROS  Jesus & Carmela Arpi by Alicia Lane 
Mass for ROS  Hortencia Arpi by Alicia Lane 
Mass for the Parish 
AA Meeting, call 289-6336 for information    

From the Holy 
Fathers  

“The Son of God is 
the firstborn of many 
brothers, although by 
nature He is the only-

begotten, by grace 
He has joined many 

to Himself and made 
them one with Him.” 
~Bl. Isaac of Stella ~ 

d. 1169 

Wisdom of the Saints  
“Behold His poverty as He was 
laid in a manger and wrapped 

in swaddling clothes. What 
wondrous humility, and mar-

velous poverty; the King of 
Angels, the Lord of heaven and 

earth, resting in a manger.” 
~ St. Clare of Assisi ~ 

 Feast August 11 

For Annulment Information Contact: 
Rachel Harrill 1-828-447-1908 or  

Email: Rachel_harrill@yahoo.com 

Mass Schedule For Christmas  
and the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

December 24:  Christmas Eve,   5:00 pm, Christmas Vigil Mass      
                            Christmas Eve,   9:30 pm, Musical Program by Deacon Andy &  
     Rosanne Staab,               
    10:00 pm, Mass During the Night 
December 25:  Christmas Day,   10:00 am, Mass during the Day, Biligual Mass  
December 31:  New Years Eve,    5:00 pm, Solemnity of Mary Holy Mother of  God 
January 1:  New Years Day,    10:00am, Solemnity of Mary Holy Mother of God 

Collection Information for December 13, 2020: 
$ 11,028.00   Regular Collection 
$       20.00   Building Repair Fund 
 $ 1,026.00   Religious Retirement 

The Men's Emmaus Retreat for February has been cancelled due to Covid-19 for more 
information contact fcemmaus@gmail.com  

“Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.” But she was greatly trou-
bled at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might 
be. Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. “Behold, you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus. He will be great and will 
be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the 
throne of David his father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” But Mary said to 
the angel, “How can this be, since I have no relations with a man?” 
And the angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore 
the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God. And behold, 
Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and 
this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; for nothing 
will be impossible for God.” Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid 
of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” Then the 
angel departed from her.            Luke 1: 26-38 The Annunciation by John William Waterhouse, 1914 

COLLECTION CONTRIBUTIONS: We encourage parishioners to make their contribu-
tions by mailing them in to:  IMMACULATE CONCEPTION RC CHURCH, 1024 W. Main 
Street,  Forest City, NC 28043. You can make online donations through the following 
link: https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/immaculateconceforestcity.  

Fourth Sunday 
of Advent 

mailto:fcemmaus@gmail.com


That Silent Night  
 
Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have been there on the first 
Christmas night? Scriptures tell us so little really, not even one 
conversation between the parents of the Son of God. 
  
In the research for articles for the Year of Saint Joseph, we 
discovered a wonderful book entitled The Life of Saint Joseph 
As Manifested by Our Lord, Jesus Christ to: Maria Cecelia Baij, 
O.S.B. The book contains the memoirs of Mother Maria and 
her manifestations by Jesus to her. These were private revela-
tions, and we are not required to believe in them. When the 
book was published in the United States in 1997, it received 
the official Nihil Obstat and Imprimatur from the Archbishop 
of the Archdiocese of Chicago. These are official declarations 
that a book is free of doctrinal and moral error. 
  
Maria Cecelia Baij, born in Germany, entered the Benedictine 
Monastery in Montefiascone, Italy in 1713. Over the years she 

had many mystical experiences, and when her confessors told 
her to write her experiences down, and she did. In addition to 
the Life of Saint Joseph, she also wrote  the Inner Life of Jesus 

Christ.  She completed the Life of Saint Joseph in 1736. Many years after she died, her manuscripts were discovered, and eventually became 
published in 1921 through the influence of Pope Benedict XV. Her writings include what was shared with her by Christ, along with her own 
opinions, imagination, and considerations, but the end result for the reader is an arousal of our own imagination; then somehow you wind 
up feeling the coolness of that cave in Bethlehem. Below are a few brief moments from that Silent Night. 
  
 “It was a rather late hour when the holy couple entered the village of Bethlehem. Immediately after their entry they gave thanksgiv-
ing to God together for their safe arrival. Joseph was particularly happy at having reached their destination. He looked about to find a place 
where he could get nourishment for his spouse and for himself, for they were both very much weakened by the cold and exhausted from 
their travels. 
 There were many strangers in the locality, and every inn was already occupied...In the face of continuous refusals that followed, 
Joseph eventually began to realize that they might be totally rejected, and his heart was rent with anguish...Joseph unburdened himself of all 
his anguish to Mary, and she consoled him, telling him that God was permitting this in His most wise designs. Joseph wept and said to Mary: 
“Is it possible, my spouse, that there is not a single place to be found here in Bethlehem where the Lord of the world can find refuge?” 
 In the meantime, God was providing a new initiative for the disconsolate Joseph by recalling to his mind that there had been a cave 
very close to Bethlehem which served as a shelter for animals...When they finally reached the cave, they found it was unoccupied. Upon en-
tering it Joseph and Mary gave thanks to God. They were both filled with happiness and jubilation, and felt considerably strengthened. 
 After Mary and Joseph devoted some time to holy conversation, the Mother of God retired to a corner of the cave in order to spend 
the night in prayer and communion with her God. She realized the time had finally come for the Savior to be born in the stable. Joseph, 
meanwhile proceeded to say his prayers. After he finished, he sought a bit of rest by reclining on bare ground. There was no other more suit-
able means available in the cave for this purpose. After falling asleep, he had a peculiar dream in which he beheld the Savior being born in 
the stable and two animals coming in to keep the Divine Infant warm by breathing on Him.  
 As the dream ended it was midnight, and just then an angel appeared and said to him: “Joseph, arise quickly and adore the Savior 
of the world, Who has just been born.” At the same time the Divine Infant started to whimper, Joseph awoke. Joy filled his soul...at last he 
could gaze upon his Savior in the flesh...Tears of joy streamed from his eyes, only to be followed by tears of sorrow at the sight of his Incar-
nate God in the midst of such poverty. 
 Mary gazed upon her Son and God, now born into the world. She proceeded to adore Him. She spoke to Him and to render to Him 
all the manifestations of affection that one would expect He should receive from her, His true mother. Joseph was completely absorbed in his 
observation of the Infant. 
 At the same time, he noticed how the Divine Infant was shivering from the cold as He lay upon the bare earth. He did not venture to 
take Him up into his arms; he preferred to wait for the most holy Mother to do this. Presently, he observed how the Divine Infant was looking 
up at His Mother, seeking to be taken up into her arms, and his heart felt nigh to breaking with love and compassion.  
 The Mother of God meanwhile took her Infant up into her arms and pressed Him to her bosom. This made Joseph feel much better,  
and he knelt down beside the holy Mother to adore his God, now resting in her arms. The Divine Infant smiled happily at Joseph in order to 
show hm how pleased He was to be in the arms of His most precious and most beloved Mother. 
 Presently, Joseph congratulated the most holy Mother and exclaimed ardently: “Did I not tell you my precious spouse, that in virtue 
of His exceptional beauty, our Savior would enable us to experience a paradise of bliss? Oh, how His loveliness and majesty serves to capture 
our hearts and stimulate us to veneration and love!” Mary was pleased to see Joseph so consoled and so thankful towards his Incarnate God, 
and she sang new hymns of jubilation. 
 As Mary held the Divine Infant in her arms, she experienced a joy which no human soul could ever comprehend. Joseph was happy 
just to see the Incarnate God in the arms of his beloved spouse, and it was there that he adored Him, praised Him, and laid before Him the 
ardent desires of his heart. How he longed to take the Divine Infant into his own arms. Mary discerned Joseph’s desire. Joseph knelt down to 
receive his newly-born Savior, and pressed the Divine Infant to his breast, with the precious little head nestling close to his neck. At that very 
instant, the Divine Infant allowed him to experience the most delectable joys of the spirit. It seemed to Joseph that he was holding the treas-
ure of paradise in his arms. In truth, he was!” 

Jesus’ Birth 
Used with Permission of Artist, James Schultz 


