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CALENDAR  ~ March 14-22, 2020 

 Sat 
21 

5:00pm Mass for ROS  Dr. Robin Pendleton by Dianna Pendleton 

 Sun 
22 

9:00am 
11:30am 
3:00pm 
7:30pm 

Mass for ROS  Hugh Morgan, Jr. by Peggy Keyes 
Mass for ROS  Jeanne Lednovich by the O’Reilly Family 
Mass for the Parish 
AA Meeting, call 289-6336 for information   

 Mon 
23 

9:00am 
7:00am 

Mass for ROS Cesar Cusadros by Mario & Alba Hernandez 
Men’s Prayer Group 

 Wed 
25 

7:00pm 
 

Mass for ROS Letty Hammond by the Hammond Family  
 

 Thurs 
26 

12:10pm 
1:00pm 
7:00pm 

Mass for ROS  Martha Arriaga by Carlos & Iris Borras 
Eucharistic Adoration, Chapel 
Rosary and Benediction, Chapel  

 Fri 
27 

12:10pm 
7:00am 

Mass for ROS  Mike Hunter by the Lugo Family 
Men’s Prayer Group 

 Sat 
28 

5:00pm Mass for ROS  Florence Hill by Chuck & Janet Hill 

 Sun 
29 

9:00am 
11:30am 
3:00pm 
7:30pm 

Mass for ROS Dr. Robin Pendleton by the Skudlarick Family 
Mass for ROS  Larry Keyes by Peggy Keyes 
Mass for the Parish 
AA Meeting, call 289-6336 for information    

Prayer to Our Lady, Help of the Sick 
 

“O Mary, you shine continuously along our  
Journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 

 
“We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,  
who at the Cross were near to the pain of Jesus, 

keeping your faith firm. 
 

“You, Salvation of the Roman people, 
know what we need, and we trust that 

you will provide for those needs so that, 
as at Cana of Galilee, joy and celebration may 

return after this moment of trial. 
 

“Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the will of the Father 
and to do what Jesus tells us, He who took our 

sufferings upon Himself, and took up our sorrows 
to bring us, through the Cross, to the joy of the 

Resurrection.  
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy 
Mother of God. 

Do not despise our Pleas, We who are put to the 
test and deliver us from every danger, 
O glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen. 

 
   ~ Pope Francis ~ 
     March 11, 2020 

Announcements 

Cancellations: (there may be additional cancellations): Choir prac-
tice, Faith Formation, RCIA, Bible Study, Friday Lenten Meal, Dioce-
san Youth Pilgrimage, Hands of Hope Concert. 
 
Latest Announcement from the Diocese: 
 “Effective March 17, Masses and parish activities for all parishes in 
the Diocese of Charlotte are now being limited to fewer than 10 peo-
ple, based on March 17 guidance from the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention in its ongoing effort to prevent the spread of 
the COVID-19 coronavirus..….Liturgy schedules remain at the pastor’s 
discretion, provided they comply with the CDC’s recommended limit 
on public gatherings. Bishop Peter J. Jugis has asked the priests of the 
diocese – especially at parishes where all public Masses are cancelled 
– to offer daily Mass for their spiritual benefit and that of their pa-
rishioners.” 
 
 
In our parish: 
Father Burke will be saying Mass for promised intentions, however 
numbers will be restricted based upon diocesan guidelines, AND… all 
Masses will be in the big church; people in attendance will spread 
out, Communion will not be given at the rail. Stations of the Cross 
will be held on Fridays, but people will not walk around the Church. 
 
If you are unable to make it to Sunday mass Please consider mailing 
in your contribution at this time of crisis. We don’t want the church 
to be in a position where it can’t pay its bills . Thanks  
 
24-Hour Eucharistic Adoration will be held  starting after the 
12:10pm Mass on Thursday, March 26th, through the start of the 
12:10pm Mass on the 27th. Sign-up sheet will be in the Narthex. 
 
For those who are able to attend Mass:  Help is needed to clean 
the Church after each Mass. Your help would be appreciated. (We 
have all the necessary cleaning products.) 
  

Collection Information: March 15, 2020 
   Regular Offering:  $3,930.00 

HANDWASHING, CATHOLIC STYLE  
Clean hands are life savers...and prayers save souls! 

(Taken from Diocese of Dallas Newspaper) 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cathdal.org%2Fhandwash&psig=AOvVaw0BxWnAbsPFf9W3hJfbYrcX&ust=1584450455772000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKCp0pKIn-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Mary’s Missionary Journey to Pontmain, France, 1871 

  
Mary’s missionary journeys often take her where she is needed most. One such 
journey took her to Pontmain, a small village in north-western France. The visit 
was in the midst of the Franco-Prussian War. Pontmain was in the path of the 
Prussian army on its way to the city of Laval.   
  
This rural area was inhabited by simple and hardworking country folk.  
The Barbadette sons, Joseph and Eùgene, were aged ten and twelve. On the 
evening of January 17, 1871, the two boys were helping their father in the barn 
when the eldest, Eùgene, walked over towards the door to look out. As he gazed 
at the star-studded sky he noticed one area practically free of stars above a 
neighboring house. Suddenly he saw an apparition of a beautiful woman smiling 
at him. She was wearing a blue gown covered with golden stars, and a black veil 
under a golden crown. His father, brother, and a neighbor came out to look and 
Joseph immediately said he too could see the apparition although the adults 
saw nothing. The mother, Victoire, came out but she too could see nothing. She 
suggested that it might be the Blessed Virgin, and that they should all say five 
Our Fathers and five Hail Marys in her honor.  It was time for supper, the boys 
were ordered inside but soon after allowed to go outside again. The Lady was 
still there. The local schoolteacher, Sister Vitaline, was sent for. She couldn't see 
the Lady, and so she went to fetch three young children from the school to see 
their reactions. Immediately upon their  arrival, the two older children, two girls 
aged nine and eleven, were able to see the apparition, and described it just as 
the first two boys had done. The youngest child saw nothing. 
  
The adults in the crowd of about sixty people including the priest, could still see nothing and began to say the rosary. The  
children exclaimed that something new was happening. A blue oval frame with four candles, two at the level of the shoulders 
and two at the knees, was being formed around the Lady, and a short red cross had appeared over her heart. 
  
As the rosary progressed, the figure and its frame grew larger, until it was twice life size; the stars around her began to multi-
ply and attach themselves to her dress until it was covered with them. As the Magnificat  was being said the four children 
cried out, "Something else is happening." A broad streamer on which letters were appearing unrolled beneath the feet of the 
Lady, so that eventually the phrase, "But pray, my children," could be read. 
  
Fr. Guérin, the parish priest, then ordered that the Litany of Our Lady should be sung, and as this progressed new letters ap-
peared, making the message, "God will soon answer you." As they continued to sing, another message was formed, one that 
removed any doubt that it was the Blessed Virgin who was appearing to the children; "My Son allows Himself to be moved.“ 

  
The children were beside themselves with joy at the beauty of the Lady and her smile, but 
her expression then changed to one of extreme sadness, as she now contemplated a large 
red cross that had suddenly appeared before her, with a figure of Jesus on it in an even 
darker shade of red. One of the stars then lit the four candles that surrounded the figure, as 
the crucifix vanished and the group began night prayers. As these were being recited, the 
children reported that a white veil was rising from the Lady's feet and gradually blotting her 
out, until finally, at about nine o'clock, the apparition was over. 
  
The following March a canonical inquiry into the apparition was held, and in May the local 
bishop questioned the children, the inquiry being continued later in the year with further 
questioning by theologians and a medical examination. The bishop, Casimir Wicart, was sat-
isfied by these investigations, and in February 1872 declared his belief that it was the 
Blessed Virgin who had appeared to the children. A large basilica was built at Pontmain and 
consecrated in 1900. Mary is venerated in Pontmain as Our Lady of Hope. 


