
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
April 19, 2020 ~ Bulletin No. 17 ~ Vol. XXXVI 

CALENDAR  ~ April 18-26, 2020 
Please remember that all Masses are livestreamed on the internet. 

See parish website for directions at www.immaculateconceptionforestcity.org  

 Sat 
18 

5:00pm Mass for Those in need of Divine Mercy by Chuck & Janet Hill 

 Sun 
19 

9:00am 
11:30am 
3:00pm 
7:30pm 

Mass for ROS  Tony Johnson by the Skudlarick Family 
Mass for ROS  Teresa Keyes by Peggy Keyes 
Mass for the Parish 
AA Meeting, call 289-6336 for information   

 Mon 
20 

9:00am 
 

Mass for Michelle Hill, Happy Birthday by Chuck & Janet Hill 

 Wed 
22 

7:00pm 
 

Mass for ROS  Bobbie Bridges by Father Burke 
 

 Thurs 
23 

12:10pm 
 

Mass for ROS  Mary Ann King by Glenda Quade 
 

 Fri 
24 

12:10pm 
 

Mass for ROS  Floyd Kunkle, Sr. by Floyd & Ginny Kunkle 
 

 Sat 
25 

5:00pm Mass for ROS  Dr. Robin Pendleton by Diana Pendleton 

 Sun 
26 

9:00am 
11:30am 
3:00pm 
7:30pm 

Mass for ROS  Tom Jaski by Peggy Jaski 
Mass for ROS  Joseph Jugis by Giuliana Riley 
Mass for the Parish 
AA Meeting, call 289-6336 for information    

From the Holy Fathers  
 

“There is no evil that Christ 
does not face with us. There is 
no enemy that Christ has not 

already conquered. There is no 
cross to bear that Christ has not 

already born for us, and does 
not now bear with us.” 

~ Saint Pope John Paul II ~ 

Wisdom of the Saints  
 

“There are moments and there 
are mysteries of the Divine Mer-
cy over which, the heavens are 

astounded. Let our  
judgment of souls cease, for 

God’s mercy upon them,  
is extraordinary.” 

~ St Mary Faustina Kowalska ~ 

For Annulment Information Contact: 
Rachel Harrill 1-828-447-1908 or  

Email: Rachel_harrill@yahoo.com 

If you would like an electronic file of the bulletin, contact:  Penny Watkins, at  pjwlmg@gmail.com 

Announcements 

Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand 
and put it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but believe.” Thomas answered and 
said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe be-
cause you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.”  

The Divine Mercy Chaplet will be prayed (sung) 
after the 11:30am Mass on Sunday, April 19th. 
During that time Father Burke will be hearing 
confessions. NOTE: If you would like to pray the 
novena and chaplet at home, but do not have a 
copy of the prayers at home, email Penny Wat-
kins at pjwlmg@gmail.com and she will email a 
copy to you. 

24-Hour Eucharistic Adoration 
will be held from after the 
12:10pm Mass on April 23 
through the beginning of the 
12:10pm Mass on Friday. Contact 
Deacon Andy to confirm your 
place on the schedule, or to add 
your name to the schedule. 

Via Lucis, the Way of Light 
The Stations of the Resurrection 

 
We are all familiar with the Stations of the 
Cross, a traditional devotion that focuses on the 
passion and death of Our Lord. Some might not 
be familiar with the Stations of the Resurrection 
which is based upon scripture references from 
the four Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles. 
The Via Lucis starts with the First Station, the 
Resurrection, and ends with the Fourteenth Sta-
tion, Pentecost. Take a prayerful journey with 
May and the followers of Jesus. A copy of the 
Via Lucis is available; email pjwlmg@gmail.com COLLECTION CONTRIBUTIONS 

We encourage parishioners to make their contributions by mailing them in to: 
     IMMACULATE CONCEPTION RC CHURCH 
     1024 W. Main Street 
     Forest City, NC 28043 
You can make online donations through the following link:  
https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/immaculateconceforestcity.  

COLLECTION INFORMATION: April 12, 2020 
Weekly:  $8,185.00 
Seminarian Education: $1,313.00 
Building Repair: $55.00 
DSA: $100.00 

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/immaculateconceforestcity


Sermon  on Mercy 
by Saint Caesarius of Arles (470-542 AD) 

  
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive 
mercy. My brothers and sisters, sweet is the 
thought of mercy, but even more so is mercy it-
self. It is what all men hope for, but unfortunate-
ly, not what all men deserve. For while all men 
wish to receive it, only a few are willing to give it. 
  
How can a man ask for himself what he refuses to 
give to another? If he expects to receive any mer-
cy in heaven, he should give mercy on earth. Do 
we all desire to receive mercy? Let us make mer-
cy our patroness now, and she will free us in the 
world to come. Yes, there is mercy in heaven, but 
the road to it is paved by our merciful acts on 
earth. As Scripture says: Lord, your mercy is in 
heaven. 
  
There is, therefore, an earthly as well as heavenly 
mercy, that is to say, a human and divine mercy. 
Human mercy has compassion on the miseries of 
the poor. Divine mercy grants forgiveness of sins. 
Whatever human mercy bestows here on earth, 
divine mercy will return to us in our homeland. In 
this life God feels cold and hunger in all who are 
stricken with poverty; for, remember, he once 
said: What you have done to the least of my 
brothers you have done to me. Yes, God who sees 
fit to give his mercy in heaven wishes it to be a 
reality here on earth. 
  
What kind of people are we? When God gives, we 
wish to receive, but when he begs, we refuse to 
give. Remember, it was Christ who said: I was 
hungry and you gave me nothing to eat. When 
the poor are starving, Christ too hungers. Do not 
neglect to improve the unhappy conditions of the 
poor, if you wish to ensure that your own sins be 
forgiven you. Christ hungers now, my brethren; it 
is he who deigns to hunger and thirst in the per-
sons of the poor. And what he will return in heav-
en tomorrow is what he receives here on earth 
today. 
  
What do you wish for, what do you pray for, my 
dear brothers and sisters, when you come to 
church? Is it mercy? How can it be anything else? 
Show mercy, then, while you are on earth, and 
mercy will be shown to you in heaven. A poor 
person asks you for something; you ask God for 
something. He begs for a morsel of food; you beg 
for eternal life. Give to the beggar so that you 
may merit to receive from Christ. For he it is who 
says: Give and it will be given to you. It baffles me 
that you have the impudence to ask for what you 
do not want to give. Give when you come to 
church. Give to the poor. Give them whatever 
your resources will allow. 

Joseph, Lover of Poverty 

  
The Litany of Saint Joseph attribute for April is Joseph, Lover of Poverty. The Year of 
Saint Joseph website describes the attribute:  Joseph could count on nothing in this 
world to be his stay. Neither his trade nor property were employed in his first years as 
father of the Divine child. He had to abandon all that was his and provide for them in 
whatever way was possible as they were on pilgrimage to Bethlehem, to Egypt, and 
finally to Nazareth. 

We know from Scripture that Saint Joseph was a carpenter. In 1st century Palestine, a 
carpenter worked with wood, stone and metal. They worked on stone buildings; they 
made barrels, ploughs and yokes for oxen. They could be called upon to build boats or 
make cabinets.  
  
But we also know that for the early years of his marriage and fatherhood, Joseph lived 
in the spirit of poverty, but that doesn’t mean that the Holy Family was destitute. Re-
member “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” from Scrip-
ture? That means a person is detached from material possessions, all for the love of 
God. They would depend upon God for happiness and life-fulfilment. What they have 
in the way of money or skills is available to God and offered to Him to use as He sees 
fit. They have ultimate trust in God. 
  
Surely that is seen in Joseph when he sought a room in Bethlehem and then had to 
settle Mary and himself into a simple stable where their Son was born; when, in the 
middle of the night Joseph, in a dream, was told to take the Child and His Mother to 
Egypt to protect the child’s life. Without hesitation in the face of danger, Joseph trust-
ed in God and brought his family, his two precious treasures, into Egypt for safety. 
  
In the work The Glories of Saint Joseph (Traditions Monastiques Press, 1998) the fol-
lowing can be found:  “If there were ever two spouses who loved each other in a chaste 
manner and in God, without any regard for the advantages of the world, they were 
Mary and Joseph. This poverty, which was one of the distinctive signs of his union with 
Mary, was precious to Saint Joseph. He felt its thorns during the flight into Egypt, and 
he felt its bruises under the humble roof in Nazareth. But he loved these thorns and 
bruises; the thorns blossomed and the bruises turned into joys.” 
  
  

“Saint Joseph, lover of poverty, Pray for us.” 
  


