
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
May 17, 2020 ~ Bulletin No. 21~ Vol. XXXVI 

CALENDAR  ~ May 16-24  , 2020 

 Sat 
16 

5:00pm Mass for ROS  Irene Schlemmer by Chuck & Janet Hill 

 Sun 
17 

9:00am 
11:30am 
3:00pm 
7:30pm 

Mass for the Date Family by Terry & Sharon Date  
Mass for ROS  Anil Athougies by Amideus & Monica Athougies 
Mass for the Parish 
AA Meeting, call 289-6336 for information   

 Mon 
18 

9:00am 
7:00am 

Mass in Thanksgiving, Mario & Alba Hernandez  
Men’s Prayer Group 

 Wed 
20 

7:00pm 
 

Mass for ROS  Bobbie Bridges by Penny Watkins & Linda Gledura 
 

 Thurs 
21 

12:10pm 
1:00pm 
7:00pm 

Mass for ROS  Norene Stinson by Ruth Connelly 
Eucharistic Adoration, Chapel 
Rosary and Benediction, Chapel  

 Fri 
22 

12:10pm 
 

Mass for ROS  Pete Commarata by Andy & Joann Cilone 
 

 Sat 
23 

5:00pm Mass for ROS  Tom Jaski by Skudlarick Family 

 Sun 
24 

9:00am 
11:30am 
3:00pm 
7:30pm 

Mass for ROS Hugh Morgan, Sr. by Peggy Keyes 
Mass for ROS  Alfred Urban by Knights of Columbus 
Mass for the Parish 
AA Meeting, call 289-6336 for information    

From the Holy Fathers  
 

“Nothing can ever pass away 
from the words of Christ, nor 

can anything be changed in the 
doctrine which the Catholic 

Church received from Christ to 
guard, protect and preach.” 

 
~ Blessed Pope Pius IX ~ 

Wisdom of the Saints  
 

“If you see my mother, or if you 
go to the judge, or if you meet a 

priest, tell them I am dying  
because I am a Christian.” 

~ Bl. Isidore Bakanja, Martyr ~ 
 

Feast Day August 12 
On Carmelite Calendar; 

August 15 on the Universal 
Church Calendar 

For Annulment Information Contact: 
Rachel Harrill 1-828-447-1908 or  

Email: Rachel_harrill@yahoo.com 

PARAGRAPHS FROM THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC 

Announcements 

 

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” 

COLLECTION AMOUNT: MAY 10, 2020 
Regular Offering $7,913.00 
Building Repair Debt    30.00 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE: We have some dates available for 
Mass Intentions beginning in August.  Please call the office to 
schedule the intentions.  The office is closed to visitors due to the 
COVID virus.  

COLLECTION CONTRIBUTIONS 
We encourage parishioners to make their contributions by mail-
ing them in to: 
     IMMACULATE CONCEPTION RC CHURCH 
     1024 W. Main Street 
     Forest City, NC 28043 
You can make online donations through the following link:  

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/
immaculateconceforestcity 

2065 Ever since St. Augustine, the Ten Commandments have occupied a predominant place in the catechesis of baptismal candidates and 
the faithful. In the fifteenth century, the custom arose of expressing the commandments of the Decalogue in rhymed formulae, easy to 
memorize and in positive form. They are still in use today. The catechisms of the Church have often expounded Christian morality by follow-
ing the order of the Ten Commandments. 
2066 The division and numbering of the Commandments have varied in the course of history. The present catechism follows the division of 
the Commandments established by St. Augustine, which has become traditional in the Catholic Church. It is also that of the Lutheran confes-
sions. The Greek Fathers worked out a slightly different division, which is found in the Orthodox Churches and Reformed communities. 
 
IN BRIEF 
2075 "What good deed must I do, to have eternal life?" - "If you would enter into life, keep the commandments" (Mt 19:16-17). 
2076 By his life and by his preaching Jesus attested to the permanent validity of the Decalogue. 
2079 The Decalogue forms an organic unity in which each "word" or "commandment" refers to all the others taken together. To transgress 
one commandment is to infringe the whole Law (cf. Jas 2:10-11). 
2080 The Decalogue contains a privileged expression of the natural law. It is made known to us by divine revelation and by human reason. 
2081 The Ten Commandments, in their fundamental content, state grave obligations. However, obedience to these precepts also implies 
obligations in matter which is, in itself, light. 
2082 What God commands he makes possible by his grace. 



Mary’s Missionary Journey to Kibeho, Rwanda 
  
On November 28, 1981, Our Lady, Mother of the Word, appeared to 16-year old Alphonsine Mumreke, a boarding school student in Kibeho, 
a small village in Rwanda, Africa. Initially, Alphonsine was ridiculed and mistreated by her fellow students and her parish priest because no 
one else could see the visions, but she held fast to the messages of Our Lady. Our Lady told her: “I am sad because I have sent a message, 
and no one will listen to the words as I desire. My child. You must pray, for the world is in a horrible way. People have turned from God and 
the love of my son, Jesus...I cannot promise you happiness in this world, but I can promise you eternal happiness in the next world.” 
  
Alphonsine described the Lady’s voice as “soft as air and sweeter than music.” She saw the Lady materializing in mid-air, a beautiful lady, 
emerging from a cloud. She wore a flowing white gown with a blue veil covering her hair. Her hands were folded in front of her in a gesture 
of prayer. Her skin and complexion was beautiful, and she wore no shoes. 
  
When Alphonsine asked the Lady who she was, the reply: “I am the Mother of the Word.” Then, “I have heard your prayers. I would like it if 
you and your companions had more faith, because some of them do not believe enough.” 
  
And at one apparition: “When I show myself to someone and talk to them, I want to turn to the whole world. If I am now turning to the par-
ish of Kibeho, it does not mean that I am only concerned for Kibeho...I am concerned with and am turning to the whole world.” 
  
The apparitions extended from, 1981 to 1989, and during that time, several other children claimed to have visions of Our Lady. Only the 
visions by three girls, Alphonsine, Anathalie Mukamazimpaka and Marie Claire Mukangango have be approved by the Church. Mary’s mes-
sage to the three of them emphasized prayer, penance and mortification. She also told the girls to pray the Chaplet of the Seven Sorrows to 
obtain forgiveness. 
  
At the end of each apparition, Mary would say when she would appear next. Since the locals were becoming more convinced about the 
reality of the apparitions, crowds of believers attended in great numbers, but so did the hecklers. They would pinch Alphonsine, pull her 
hair, scream in her ears, shine bright lights into her eyes, shove long needles into her arms, but the girl would remain in a trance during the 
vision, with a look of complete joy on her face. 
  
While the crowds would watch, celestial displays would be visible to onlookers. One observer wrote: “The sun danced across the sky right 
before my eyes! It danced and changed into many colors, like a rainbow swirling in a glass circle, and then it became pale as the moon. 
There was suddenly another sun behind the first one, illuminating it. On the face of the moon was a giant Eucharist and chalice, and then 
the colors changed again.” Another said: “When I looked up, I’d thought I’d gone crazy. I blinked and rubbed my eyes again...the sun really 
was dancing! It moved back and forth as though God Himself were tossing it from one hand to the other.” 
  
Mary promised to appear on August 15, 1982. Over 20,000 people were present. The children wanted to sing to Mary but their song was 
interrupted by Mary’s tears. She told the children that her efforts were not appreciated. 
Immediately, Alphonsine experienced one horrifying vision after another, so horrifying 
that she started to scream. Images included trees exploding into flame, severed human 
heads, the remains of a million rotting, headless corpses. (One can only stop to remember 
that twelve years later, the Rwandan Civil War resulted in the genocide of a million peo-
ple. Even priests and nuns were convicted in the trials following the genocide.) 
  
On her last visit, November 28, 1989, Our Lady told Alphonsine many things… “My chil-
dren, I have told you all that was necessary. I told you what I need from you. I want to re-
mind you that I am happy with the fruits that were born in Rwanda since I came here. My 
dear children, problems exist everywhere, but the most important thing is to have an ac-
cepting heart without complaining...Every good Christian is requested to offer a sacri-
fice..all of you who have dedicated your lives to God, a life like that is not easy. The most 
important thing is to be faithful to your promises…My children, saying goodbye to you 
doesn’t mean that I am forgetting Africa, not even the whole world. It doesn’t mean that I 
am going to forget Rwandans. I am asking you not to forget the love I have loved you with 
when I came to your country.” 
  
After 20 years of investigation, a declaration was made by the Bishop of Gikongoro, Rwan-
da. The apparitions had taken place,; “the most active period of these apparitions ended 
with the year 1983”, nothing that the three visionaries (Alphonsine, Anathalie and Marie 
Claire) said or did was contrary to Christian faith or morals, and was in conformity with 
Sacred Scripture and the living Tradition of the Church.” The public devotion to Our Lady 
at Kibeho was approved under the title of Our Lady of Sorrows. 


