
EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 
April 12, 2020 ~ Bulletin No. 16 ~ Vol. XXXVI 

CALENDAR  ~ April 11-19, 2020 
Please remember that all Masses are livestreamed on the internet. 

See parish website for directions at www.immaculateconceptionforestcity.org  

 Sat 
11 

5:00pm Mass for ROS  Bernard Blesser by Dave & Mary Sharik 

 Sun 
12 

9:00am 
 

11:30am 
3:00pm 
7:30pm 

Mass for the Living & Deceased Members of the Colhouer Family by 
Karen Greene 
Mass for ROS  Tom & Fran Dunphy by Chuck & Janet Hill 
Mass for the Parish 
AA Meeting, call 289-6336 for information   

 Mon 
13 

9:00am 
  

Mass for ROS Expectation Hernandez by Mario & Alba Hernandez 
  

 Wed 
15 

7:00pm 
 

Communion Service (In the Chapel) 
 

 Thurs 
16 

12:10pm 
1:00pm 
7:00pm 

Communion Service (In the Chapel) 
Eucharistic Adoration, Chapel 
Rosary and Benediction, Chapel  

 Fri 
17 

12:10pm 
 

Communion Service (In the Chapel) 
 

 Sat 
18 

5:00pm Mass for those in need of Divine Mercy by Chuck & Janet Hill 

 Sun 
19 

9:00am 
11:30am 
3:00pm 
7:30pm 

Mass for ROS  Tony Johnson by the Skudlarick Family 
Mass for ROS  Teresa Keyes by Peggy Keyes 
Mass for the Parish 
AA Meeting, call 289-6336 for information    

From the Holy  
Fathers  

“Do not abandon your-
selves to despair. We are 

the Easter people and  
Alleluia is our Song” 

~ Saint Pope John Paul II ~ 

Wisdom of the Saints 
“O Death, where is your sting? 
O Hell, where is your victory? 

Christ is risen and you are 
overthrown. 

Christ is risen and the  
demons are fallen. 

Christ is risen and the angels 
rejoice. 

Christ is risen and life reigns. 
Christ is risen and not one dead remains  

in the grave. 
For Christ, being raised from the dead, 

is become the first fruits of those who have  
fallen asleep. 

To Him be glory and dominion  
unto ages of ages.” 

~ Saint John Chrysostom ~ 

If you would like to receive the weekly bulletin electronically, contact Penny Watkins at  pjwlmg@gmail.com 

Announcements 

"Before a Picture of Jesus in My Cell"  
by Blessed Titus Brandsma, O.Carm. 

from his prison cell in Dachau, Germany  on February 12-13, 1942 
A new awareness of Thy love encompasses my heart: Sweet Jesus, I in Thee and Thou In 
me shall never part. No grief shall fall my way, but I Shall see thy grief-filled eyes; The lone-
ly way that Thou once walked Has made me sorrow-wise. All trouble is a white-lit joy, that 
lights my darkest day; Thy love has turned to brightest light This night-like way. If I have 
Thee alone, the hours will bless with still, cold hands of love my utter loneliness. Stay with 
me, Jesus, only stay; I shall not fear if, reaching out my hand, I feel thee near. 

COLLECTION CONTRIBUTIONS 
Many parishioners have asked if our parish has 
an on-line contribution process, and the answer 
for now, is no.  We encourage parishioners to 
make their contributions by mailing them in to: 
     IMMACULATE CONCEPTION RC CHURCH 
     1024 W. Main Street 
     Forest City, NC 28043 
 
Collection for the week of 4/5/20:   $8,758.00 

The Divine Mercy Novena began on Good Friday, April 10th.  The novena pamphlet also 
contains the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. NEXT SUNDAY, April 19th, Divine Mercy Sunday, the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet will be prayed (sung) after the 11:30am Mass. During that time Fa-
ther Burke will be hearing confessions. NOTE: If you would like to pray the novena and 
chaplet at home, but do not have a copy of the prayers at home, email Penny Watkins at 
pjwlmg@gmail.com and she will email a copy to you. 

Ladies!  These are challenging times for the world and the Church.  Now is the time to sit 
at the feet of Jesus in prayer and supplication as Mary of Bethany did.  We need holy 
priests to shepherd our flocks.  Good formation is essential.  Please consider joining a Sev-
en Sisters group to offer one Holy Hour a week for Fr. Matthew Kauth, rector of our dioce-
san seminary. For info, contact Valerie Giggie at SevenSistersCharlotte@gmail.com.  For 
more info about Seven Sisters, check the website SevenSistersApostolate.org.  

Happy Easter  
from Father Burke, Deacon Andy, Deacon Dave 

and Deacon Steve 

mailto:SevenSistersCharlotte@gmail.com


 The Mass: The Our Father 
  
Of the Our Father, Tertullian (155-220 AD) wrote that it “is truly the summary 
of the whole Gospel.”  
  
Saint Augustine (354-430 AD) wrote: “Run through all the words of the holy 
prayers in Scripture and I do not think that you will find anything in them that 
is not contained and included in the Lord’s Prayer.” 

  
Of all the prayers 
known by Catholics, 
the Our Father 
stands out because 
this is the prayer 
taught to us by Je-
sus, Himself. It 
would take weeks to 
study this prayer 
fully, and we will in 
the future, but for 
now, we are just 
going to start with 
the first two words… 
    Our...Father.  
  
The word “Our” says 
more than one 
would think at first 
glance. “Our” unifies 
ALL of us. God is 
OUR Father; not just 
my Father...He is 
OUR Father, mean-
ing that we are unit-

ed as brothers and sisters. 
  
Dr. Edward Sri writes “the word our in this prayer...points to the deep unity 
we have together by virtue of our common heavenly Father. All who are unit-
ed in Christ are truly brothers and sisters in Him. In Christ, Jesus’ Father has 
become our Father, and we all are the Father’s children in the covenant fami-
ly of God.” (A Biblical Walk Through the Mass) 
  
Now the word “Father”.  Jesus spoke Aramaic. When He used the word 
‘father’ when He was teaching  His followers to pray, he probably used the 
word ‘Abba”. This word was used by children as a term of intimacy such as 
we use the word “Daddy.” 
  
Sri writes “This underscores the intimate relationship we now have with God 
because of Jesus’ work of salvation. Through our union with Christ, God has 
truly become our Father.” 
  
Of the Lord’s Prayer, Saint Teresa of Jesus wrote:  “Being our Father, God 
must bear with us however great our offenses. If we return to Him He must 
pardon us, must comfort us in our trials, and must sustain us, as such a Father 
is bound to do, for He must needs be better than any earthly father. We must 
talk to Him very humbly as we should to our father, ask Him for things as we 
should ask a father, tell Him our troubles, beg Him to put them right, and yet 
realize that we are not worthy to be called His children.” 

Painting “Thy Will Be Done” by Morgan Weistling 
Used with permission 

Easter Paschal Homily  
By John Chrysostom (d. 407AD) 

  
Let all pious men and all lovers of God rejoice in the splen-
dor of this feast; let the wise servants blissfully enter into 
the joy of their Lord; let those who have borne the burden 
of Lent now receive their pay, and those who have toiled 
since the first hour, let them now receive their due reward; 
let any who came after the third hour be grateful to join in 
the feast, and those who may have come after the sixth, let 
them not be afraid of being too late, for the Lord is gra-
cious and He receives the last even as the first. He gives 
rest to him who comes on the eleventh hour as well as to 
him who has toiled since the first: yes, He has pity on the 
last and He serves the first; He rewards the one and is gen-
erous to the other; he repays the deed and praises the ef-
fort. 
  
Come you all: enter into the joy of your Lord. You the first 
and you the last, receive alike your reward; you rich and 
you poor, dance together; you sober and you weaklings, 
celebrate the day; you who have kept the fast and you who 
have not, rejoice today. The table is richly loaded: enjoy its 
royal banquet. The calf is a fatted one: let no one go away 
hungry. All of you enjoy the banquet of faith; all of you 
receive the riches of his goodness. 
  
Let no one grieve over his poverty, for the universal king-
dom has been revealed; let no one weep over his sins, for 
pardon has shone from the grave; let no one fear death, 
for the death of our Savior has set us free: He has de-
stroyed it by enduring it, He has despoiled Hades by going 
down into its kingdom, He has angered it by allowing it to 
taste of his flesh.  
When Isaiah foresaw all this, he cried out: “O Hades, you 
have been angered by encountering Him in the nether 
world.” Hades is angered because frustrated, it is angered 
because it has been mocked, it is angered because it has 
been destroyed, it is angered because it has been reduced 
to naught, it is angered because it is now captive. It seized 
a body, and lo! it discovered God; it seized earth, and, be-
hold! it encountered heaven; it seized the visible, and was 
overcome by the invisible. 
  
O death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victo-
ry? Christ is risen and life is freed, Christ is risen and the 
tomb is emptied of the dead: for Christ, being risen from 
the dead, has become the Leader and Reviver of those who 
had fallen asleep. To Him be glory and power for ever and 
ever. Amen. 


